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a strong State at the old Slavonic town of Novgorod. His
successor Oleg added Kiev to the principality and Kiev
became the capital of the dynasty of Rurik.
The expansion of the principality was directed by economic
considerations. From Novgorod to the Dnieper past Kiev
ran the great trade-route from the Baltic to the Black Sea.
From the outset commerce was the main interest of the
Varangians. Their State had a feudal aspect; each town was
the domain of some prince or noble who administered the
district and drew military levies from it, and the princes were
the vassals of the Great Prince or Grand Duke of Kiev. But
the princes were also the chief merchants of their districts,
collecting and carrying its merchandise and leading the
local contingent on the yearly commercial expeditions to
Constantinople. These expeditions soon became a regular
feature in Russian life. When exactly they began we do not
know. By the middle of the tenth century there was a
definite route that the Russians followed, there was a
quarter at Constantinople assigned to them for their visits,
rules were drawn up determining their rights and obliga-
tions there, and these rules were confirmed in the various
treaties between the Russians and the Empire.
But the Russians did not always come as peaceful visitors.
The wealth of the great capital was a constant temptation; and
if their trade was in any way interrupted, they retaliated with
an armed attack; indeed to secure new markets or new com-
mercial concessions they would raid as far afield as Persia.
Constantinople was several times in the ninth and tenth
centuries threatened by a Russian attack; and its statesmen
were anxious to find some means of checking the menace.
Their solution was to convert the Russians.
Already in the mid-ninth century Photius had sent mis-
sions to Kiev, where apparently they met with some initial
success but declined on the conquest of Kiev by the Varan-
gian Oleg. In the tenth century missionaries began to work
again, helped now by the perfected weapon of the Cyrillic
liturgy; and in 95*4 they made an eminent convert in the
person of the Dowager Grand Duchess Olga. Olga's con-
version and her subsequent visit to Constantinople did much
to popularize Byzantine civilization in Russia. But the bulk